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Introduction 
 
Scottish Labour is developing proposals on how the private rented sector could adapt to 
the increased role it is playing in people’s lives. 
  
We are inviting private landlords and private tenants to answer the following anonymous 5 
to 10-minute surveys to ensure that our proposals not only take into account a broad range 
of tenants’ experiences of the tenure but also ensure that private landlords remain in the 
market as we recognise that the majority of private landlords provide vital, fairly-priced, 
quality housing across Scotland. 
  
Background 
  
The private sector is an important part of Scotland’s housing market. It provides flexibility, 
an option for those who are saving to become a home owner and long-term housing for 
those who don’t want or can’t afford to buy.  
  
The private rented sector has grown dramatically in the last 15 years: In 1999 5% of 
households rented privately; in 2016 15% of households rented privately.1 This figure is 
even higher in certain parts of Scotland; in Edinburgh and Dundee as many as 26% and 
23% of households respectively rented privately in 2016. 2 
  
This growth has been accompanied by a fall in the level of available social housing3 and 
changes to the mortgage market, which have made it harder to buy a home. The result is 
that the private rented sector is playing a more significant and larger role in more of our 
lives. 
  
In particular, more families and households on low incomes are living in the private rented 
sector and although in terms of age 25-34s still dominate, 35-59s are increasingly turning 
to the sector4 and a recent Scottish Widows report suggests that more people in the UK 
will be renting into retirement.5 The percentage of families living in the private rented 
sector homes has now overtaken the number of families living in social sector homes.6 
  
The problem 
  
As demand for the private rented sector has increased, so have rents. The latest 
government statistics show that average private sector rents have increased over the last 
year by: 
  
•             4.4% for two bedroom properties; 
•             4.6% for three bedroom properties; 
•             4.9% for four bedroom properties. 
  

                                            
1 Scotland's People Annual Report: Results from the 2016 Scottish Household Survey, Chapter 3: Housing. 
2 Stock by Tenure, 2016, Scottish Government.  
3 Scotland's People Annual Report: Results from the 2016 Scottish Household Survey, Chapter 3: Housing. 
4 Scotland's People Annual Report: Results from the 2016 Scottish Household Survey, Chapter 3: Housing.  
5 ‘Generation Rent-irement’ by Scottish Widows, 2017. 
6 Demand Patterns in the Private Rented Sector in Scotland, Edward Trevillion and Dan Cookson, 
September 2016.  
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And this is not just happening in Scotland’s big cities.7 
  
The lack of social housing and the difficulties associated with buying a house mean that 
many households have no choice but to rent privately – there are currently more than 
170,000 households on waiting lists for social housing.8 Housing costs are also becoming 
a bigger driver of poverty - over recent years there has been a widening of the gap 
between poverty measures before and after housing costs.9 
  
The government’s advisor Naomi Eisenstadt has noted the significant capital inequality 
experienced by some households in the private rented sector: “The cost of housing as a 
proportion of income for those who own with a mortgage is substantially lower than for 
those who are renting privately. The cost of private renting may also contribute to 
difficulties saving for a deposit”.10 
  
Whilst the majority of private landlords charge fair rents, a minority of landlords take 
advantage of high demand and charge excessive rents and it seems that for some 
households, the private rented sector is not working. 
  
The solution 
  
There is no quick fix to the problems outlined above. Long term, Scottish Labour is 
committed to a large scale programme of social house building and an industrial strategy 
that boosts the economy and tackles low wages. 
  
However, we believe that something should be done in the short term to improve the 
quality of life and chance to save of those who are spending a high proportion of their 
income on rent and are at risk of being pushed into poverty by significant rent increases.  
  
As it stands, there is a significant lack of data on the private rented sector. The 
government holds no detailed information on private sector rents across Scotland, rent 
increases and the proportion of incomes being paid on private rent. For this reason, we 
would suggest any proposal includes a mechanism for gathering individual private sector 
rents and rent increases across Scotland. 
  
The government recently made it possible for Scottish Local Authorities to apply to have 
an area designated as a rent pressure zone, allowing them to cap private rents in that 
area. However, the policy has been described as unworkable by experts. Councils must 
provide a mixture of qualitative and quantitate analysis including evidence of rent rises and 
proof that rent rises are causing undue hardship to tenants. The mechanisms to collect 
much of this data do not exist and the recent report “An Evaluation of Rent Regulation 
Measures within Scotland’s Private Rented Sector” commissioned by Shelter notes that, 
“There are currently no private rents data sources that would provide the evidence needed 
to support a RPZ application.” It argues that requirements set out in the guidance for local 
authorities to meet to provide support for the designation of an RPZ are “exceptionally 

                                            
7 Private Sector Rent Statistics, Scotland, 2010 to 2017, Scottish Government. 
8 Scottish Housing Regulator.  
9 Private Sector Rent Statistics, Scotland, 2010 to 2017, Scottish Government.  
10 The Life Chances of Young People in Scotland: An Evidence Review for the First Minister's Independent 
Advisor on Poverty and Inequality, Naomi Eisenstadt, 2017.  
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challenging” and “whether by design, or otherwise they may very well effectively curtail 
consideration of this measure.”11 
  
It is vitally important that a more meaningful intervention in the private rented sector strikes 
the right balance for both tenants and landlords. We hope that this discussion paper will 
help inform that balance. 
 
The survey for tenants can be accessed online here and the survey for landlords can be 
accessed here.   
 
The questions of both surveys are reproduced on the following pages. 
 
  

                                            
11 An Evaluation of Rent Regulation Measures within Scotland’s Private Rented Sector: A Report by to 
Shelter Scotland, Douglas Robertson and Gillian Young, March 2018.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/F3D5TX2
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FFHST9K
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Survey for Private Landlords 
 
Summary 
 
Scottish Labour is developing proposals on how the private rented sector could adapt to 
the increased role it is playing in people’s lives. We recognise that the majority of private 
landlords provide vital, fairly-priced, quality housing across Scotland but a minority of 
landlords take advantage of high demand and charge excessive rents. We do not want our 
proposals to risk pushing private landlords out of the market so we invite you to answer the 
following anonymous 5 to 10-minute survey to ensure that we can reflect your interests 
and help the private rented sector to thrive. 
 
Background 
 
The private sector is an important part of Scotland’s housing market. It provides flexibility, 
an option for those who are saving to become a home owner and long-term housing for 
those who don’t want or can’t afford to buy. 
 
The sector has tripled in size in the last three years and this growth has been 
accompanied by a fall in the level of available social housing and changes to the mortgage 
market, which have made it harder to buy a home. The result is that the private rented 
sector is playing a more significant and larger role in more of our lives. In particular, more 
families and households on low incomes are living in the private rented sector and 
although in terms of age, 25-34s still dominate, older people are increasingly turning to the 
sector. The lack of social housing and the difficulties associated with buying a house mean 
that many households have no choice but to rent privately – there are currently more than 
170,000 households on waiting lists for social housing. 
 
We know that private rents across Scotland are increasing – the average rent for a private 
two bedroom home increased by 4.4% last year. We also know that over recent years 
housing costs are becoming a bigger driver of poverty. However, there is a significant lack 
of data on exactly how the average increase in rent is distributed across the sector and 
how it is affecting people. 
  
It is vitally important that any intervention in the private rented sector strikes the right 
balance for both tenants and landlords. We hope that the responses to this survey will help 
inform that balance. 

 
1. How many properties do you rent out? 

 
o 1 (go to question 2) 
o 2 (go to question 3) 
o 3 (go to question 3) 
o 4 (go to question 3) 
o 5 or more (go to question 3) 

 
2. Where is your property based? (select one) 

 
o Aberdeen City 
o Aberdeenshire 
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o Angus 
o Argyll and Bute 
o Clackmannanshire 
o Dumfries and Galloway 
o Dundee City 
o East Ayrshire 
o East Dunbartonshire 
o East Lothian 
o East Renfrewshire 
o City of Edinburgh 
o Falkirk 
o Fife 
o Glasgow City 
o Highland 
o Inverclyde 
o Midlothian 
o Moray 
o North Ayrshire 
o Perth and Kinross 
o Renfrewshire 
o Scottish Borders 
o South Ayrshire 
o South Lanarkshire 
o Stirling 
o West Dunbartonshire 
o West Lothian 
o Na h-Eileanan Siar 
o Orkney Islands 
o Shetland Islands 

 
3. Where are your properties based? (select multiple) 

 
o Aberdeen City 
o Aberdeenshire 
o Angus 
o Argyll and Bute 
o Clackmannanshire 
o Dumfries and Galloway 
o Dundee City 
o East Ayrshire 
o East Dunbartonshire 
o East Lothian 
o East Renfrewshire 
o City of Edinburgh 
o Falkirk 
o Fife 
o Glasgow City 
o Highland 
o Inverclyde 
o Midlothian 
o Moray 
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o North Ayrshire 
o Perth and Kinross 
o Renfrewshire 
o Scottish Borders 
o South Ayrshire 
o South Lanarkshire 
o Stirling 
o West Dunbartonshire 
o West Lothian 
o Na h-Eileanan Siar 
o Orkney Islands 
o Shetland Islands 

 
 

4. As a private landlord, what are the main costs you incur over the course of year? 
 

Comments: 
 

5. Have you increased your rent in the last year? 
 
o Yes (go to question 6) 
o No (go to question 9) 

 
6. Please provide details of the monthly rent before the increase.  

 
o Property 1: 
o Property 2: 
o Property 3: 
o Property 4: 
o Property 5: 

 
7. Please provide details of the monthly rent after the increase.  

 
o Property 1: 
o Property 2: 
o Property 3: 
o Property 4: 
o Property 5: 

 
8. Why was the rent increased? 

 
o Property 1: 
o Property 2: 
o Property 3: 
o Property 4: 
o Property 5: 

 
9. Have you increased your rent in the last 3 years? 

 
o Yes (go to question 6) 
o No (go to question 13) 
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10. Please provide details of the monthly rent before the increase.  

 
o Property 1: 
o Property 2: 
o Property 3: 
o Property 4: 
o Property 5: 

 
11. Please provide details of the monthly rent after the increase.  

 
o Property 1: 
o Property 2: 
o Property 3: 
o Property 4: 
o Property 5: 

 
12. Why was the rent increased? (go to question 14) 

 
o Property 1:  
o Property 2: 
o Property 3: 
o Property 4: 
o Property 5: 

 
13. Why have you chosen not to increase your rent? 

 
Comments: 

 
14. If an annual cap on private rent increases of CPI + 1% was introduced, what impact 

would this have on you as a landlord? 
 
CPI (consumer price index) is a measure of inflation and is currently 2.3% so if the 
cap was set for the following year now, it would be 3.3%.  
 
o Very positive impact 
o Positive impact 
o No impact at all 
o Negative impact 
o Very negative impact 
o Don’t know 

 
Comments: 

 
15. In principle, would you be happy to enter the rent you charge for each property that 

you let on the Landlord Register? 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Don’t know 
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       Comments: 
 
16. Would you be willing to provide your contact details so that you can be consulted 

further on this issue? 
 
o Yes 
o No 

 
17. Please provide your contact details.  

 
 
Thank you for completing our survey. 
 
To keep up to date with Scottish Labour's work please visit our website, follow us on 
Twitter or like our Facebook page. 

 
 

  

https://scottishlabour.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/scottishlabour
https://twitter.com/scottishlabour
https://www.facebook.com/ScottishLabourParty/
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Survey for Private Tenants 
 
Summary 
  
Scottish Labour wants to legislate to give the government new powers to curb excessively 
high private sector rents.  
 
We invite you to answer the following anonymous 5 to 10-minute survey to ensure that 
our proposals take into account a broad range of tenants’ experiences of the sector. 
 
Background 
 
The private sector is an important part of Scotland’s housing market. It provides flexibility, 
an option for those who are saving to become a home owner and long-term housing for 
those who don’t want or can’t afford to buy. 
  
The sector has tripled in size in the last three years and this growth has been 
accompanied by a fall in the level of available social housing and changes to the mortgage 
market, which have made it harder to buy a home. The result is that the private rented 
sector is playing a more significant and larger role in more of our lives. In particular, more 
families and households on low incomes are living in the private rented sector and 
although in terms of age, 25-34s still dominate, older people are increasingly turning to the 
sector. The lack of social housing and the difficulties associated with buying a house mean 
that many households have no choice but to rent privately – there are currently more than 
170,000 households on waiting lists for social housing. 
 
We know that private rents across Scotland are increasing – the average rent for a private 
two bedroom home increased by 4.4% last year. We also know that over recent years 
housing costs are becoming a bigger driver of poverty. However, there is a significant lack 
of data on exactly how the average increase in rent is distributed across the sector and 
how it is effecting people. 
 

1. How old are you? 
 

o 16-18 
o 18-24 
o 25-34 
o 35-44 
o 45-54 
o 44-64 
o 65-74 
o 75+ 

 
2. Where do you live? 

o Aberdeen City 
o Aberdeenshire 
o Angus 
o Argyll and Bute 
o Clackmannanshire 
o Dumfries and Galloway 



A Mary Barbour law for Scotland 
 

10 
 

o Dundee City 
o East Ayrshire 
o East Dunbartonshire 
o East Lothian 
o East Renfrewshire 
o City of Edinburgh 
o Falkirk 
o Fife 
o Glasgow City 
o Highland 
o Inverclyde 
o Midlothian 
o Moray 
o North Ayrshire 
o Perth and Kinross 
o Renfrewshire 
o Scottish Borders 
o South Ayrshire 
o South Lanarkshire 
o Stirling 
o West Dunbartonshire 
o West Lothian 
o Na h-Eileanan Siar 
o Orkney Islands 
o Shetland Islands 

 
3. How many bedrooms does your home contain? 

 
o 1 
o 2 
o 3 
o 4 
o 5 or more 

 
4. How would you describe the composition of your home? 

 
o Large family (two adults and three or more children, or three or more adults and 

one or more children) 
o Small family (two adults and one or two children) 
o Single parent (one adult and one or more children) 
o Large adult (three or more adults) 
o Small adult (two adults aged 16-64) 
o Single adult (one adult aged 16-64) 
o Small older (two adults aged 65 or one adult aged 16-64 and one adult aged 65 

or over) 
o Single older (one adult aged 65 or over) 

 
5. How much is the overall rental price of your home per month? 

 
Comment:  

 



A Mary Barbour law for Scotland 
 

11 
 

6. What do you personally pay in rent per month? 
 

Only answer this question if the figure is different from the above i.e. you pay a 
proportion of the rent rather than the full amount, for example you live in a 
house/flat share. 

 
Comment:  

 
7. Has your rent increased in the last year? 

 
o Yes (go to question 8) 
o No (go to question 11) 
o Don’t know (go to question 11) 

 
8. Please provide details of the overall monthly rental price of your home before the 

increase. 
 

Comment: 
 

9. Do you know why your rent was increased? 
 

o Yes (go to question 10) 
o No (go to question 11) 

 
10. Why was your rent increased? 

 
Comment: 

 
11. Has your rent increased in the last 3 years? 

 
o Yes (go to question 12) 
o No (go to question 15) 
o Don’t know (go to question 15) 

 
12. Please provide details of the overall monthly rental price of your home before the 

increase. 
 

Comment: 
 

13. Do you know why your rent was increased? 
 

o Yes (got to question 14) 
o No (go to question 15) 

 
14. Why was your rent increased? 

 
Comment: 

 
15. What is your approximate net monthly income? (net = income including benefits 

and after tax) 
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Comment: 
 

16. Do you know your full household's approximate net monthly income? (net = income 
including benefits and after tax) 

 
o Yes (go to question 17) 
o No (go to question 18) 

 
17. What is your full household's approximate net monthly income? (net = income 

including benefits and after tax) 
 

Comment:  
 

18. Do you feel your flat is kept in a good state of repair by your landlord? 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Sometimes 
o Don’t know 

 
19. What do you feel are the main issues you face as a tenant? 

 
Comment: 

 
20. Would you consider appealing a rent increase you felt to be unfair? 

 
o Yes (go to question 22) 
o No (go to question 21) 
o Don’t know (go to question 21) 

 
21. Why wouldn't you consider appealing a rent increase you felt to be unfair? 

 
Comment:  

 
22. Have you heard of the First-tier Tribunal for Scotland (Housing and Property 

Chamber)? 
 

o Yes 
o No  
o Don’t know 

 
23. Would you be willing to provide your contact details so that you can be consulted 

further on this issue? 
 
o Yes 
o No 

 
24. Please provide your contact details.  

 
Thank you for completing our survey. 
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To keep up to date with Scottish Labour's work please visit our website, follow us on 
Twitter or like our Facebook page. 
 
 
 

https://scottishlabour.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/scottishlabour
https://twitter.com/scottishlabour
https://www.facebook.com/ScottishLabourParty/

